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Another year is in the books, and as you will
see in the following pages, there were some
great fish caught and boat loads of happy
guests! We had many new guests who got
to wet a line in the northern Great Lakes for
the first time, and there was the usual gang
of regulars trying to top previous seasons
gone by. It does not matter if you come to
Plummer’s to try to catch a fish of record
proportions, or if you want to keep the rod
bent until your arms are sore, or if you are
only there to see some of the most pristine
wilderness left on the planet, there is a trip
to Plummer’s for everyone… and it’s never
too late, nor are you getting any younger!
Hope to see you all in 2019.

WHAT OUR GUESTS HAVE TO SAY
Between 1989 and 2009 I had nine trips to Great
Bear Lake. A couple months ago, at 94 years old,
I decided to go one more time before I got too old
to fight those powerful trout. I brought along my
daughter Nora (her fourth trip) and her husband
Bill (his first trip).
We arrived on June 30, for the opening day of the
season and got our lines in the water about mid
afternoon. My first two fish were shore lunch
size. The next one weighed 15 pounds. When
I set the hook on fish number 4 my guide Cody
said that this one was going to be Trophy sized.
It was! It weighed 41 pounds. About 20 minutes
later I hooked into another one that Cody again
correctly predicted when he said it was going to
be even bigger that the previous one. It was.
Fish number 5 weighed in at 45 pounds! It was a
terrific start to our four day trip.
In total we caught a total of 117 lake trout. Nora
and Bill will be back soon.
Oly O.
Thunder Bay, ON

Hi there,
I was at Trophy Lodge July 14-21, 2018 and
wanted to express our true appreciation for the
absolutely amazing experience we had.
From the moment we stepped off of the plane
we felt at home and welcomed.
Our guides.......how could we ever say thank you
enough to those 3? They made our experience
so special.
I mean, who could ask for anything more? We
had a professional chef and world class fly fisherman, a Fisheries Biologist and a teacher! We
were so pleasantly surprised to witness the passion that the guides have for fishing Great Bear
Lake - at times I think they got more excited than
we did!
Shore lunches were out of this world - veggie
and trout stir fry lettuce wraps, fresh trout fish
cakes, fresh trout fish chowder and the most
beautiful beaches and scenery in the world!
We had the opportunity to see herds of muskox and caribou as
well.
The atmosphere at the lodge was fantastic - it was great getting
to sit and chat with the other guests and guides after a day of
fishing. We met some truly wonderful people who I am sure will
become great friends!
The lodge staff were awesome - Danny is very accommodating
and always there with a smile, Trudy never stops (and always
made sure I was taken care of since I was the only girl there)!

And last but not least, the fishing......WOW is all I can say. The
group at the lodge this week caught over 3,000 pounds of fish!
26 were over 40 pounds, 3 were over 50 pounds (I was lucky
enough to catch a 50 pounder!).
This once in a lifetime is looking like at least a twice in a lifetime
trip - we cannot wait to go back!
Mindy L.
Sault St. Marie, ON

www.plummerslodges.com

WHAT OUR GUESTS HAVE TO SAY
This was my fifth year coming to Great Bear
Lodge in search of my fish of a lifetime and this
was my lucky year. There is nowhere in the
world that can duplicate the Plummer’s experience. Every second my line is in the water I
know I have chance to catch a world record fish.
Well this year I didn’t catch a world record, but
Vince and I caught a very big laker that had definitely been eating well; 60 pounds! This was
way beyond my expectations but at Plummer’s,
you never know…
Al A.

What Lies Beneath The Surface
I walk down the bank looking for any sort of movement, as I scan
the surface of the water I see what I came for, a ripple. As I curiously
ponder about what could have made such a disturbance, out of
the corner of my eye I notice something flying straight toward me.
Before I could process what was happening, it was gone with the
fish, my fish. As I watched it fly away, I looked intently at the fish
grasped in its immense talons, it was the largest char I had ever
seen. With that knowledge, I walked on, not once letting my eyes
stray from the water. Soon dusk fell, without seeing any disturbances
since noon, I decided to start my long hike back to camp.
My grandfather and I traveled to the Tree River, three miles from the
Arctic Ocean, 3,000 miles from home. We were together at the base
camp, but when we fished we went our separate ways, reuniting in
the evening. The
following day, I
went to a new
fishing spot called
Presidents Cove,
it was dead still,
while the water
three feet to the
left was raging.
On the hike there
I didn’t only focus
on the water, I
focused on the
entirety of my
surroundings. In
doing this it finally
hit me, where I
was. I never truly
understood how
different this place

was than my home. The solitude enveloped me, giving me the peace
and independence I craved.
When I arrived at the Cove I wasted no time setting up my gear
and started fishing. As I pondered the thought of freedom, I hooked
into a fish. Fighting it in and out of the raging water for close to 30
minutes, it proved to be as resilient as I am. I languidly pulled it onto
the river bank, it was an Arctic char. It was beautiful; the dismal
gray back speckled into an immensely bright red stomach with white
tipped fins and a long snout that came together perfectly to create a
strong, yet striking fish. I pulled out my camera and measuring tape
and took dozens of pictures and measurements for a perfect trophy
mount for this once in a lifetime fish.
Respectful of nature, I put the fish back in the water and waited
for her to regain her strength so she could continue fighting the
rapids. She was free and so was I. When I released the fish I thought
about being in this
isolated place. I
was not fearful, I
was grateful. I was
grateful to finally be
independent, to only
have to answer to
myself. I now know
what lies beneath of
surface, the surface
of the water, and the
surface of me. When I
am fishing everything
else in the world
vanishes from view, it
is just me and nature,
and I am content.

Check us out on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/Plummerslodges

Ross B.

WHAT OUR GUESTS HAVE TO SAY
last year’s adventure. During our week of fishing together this past
summer we landed 51, 49, 44, 42, 39, 38, 38, 35, and 30 pound lake
trout. And it wouldn’t have been a trip without a fishing story you
needed to be in the boat to believe. Ron hooked into a trout which
broke off his flatfish, leader, and weight. Approximately one hour
later and more than one km away, Ron hooked into another good
fish. As the lure got close the boat, Jelly and I were confused to say
the least. Ron’s flatfish appeared as though it was not hooked to
anything as we watched it moving around in the gin clear water.
Ron assured us he had a fish on, which was evident by the large
bend in his rod. Ron reeled his weight to the rod tip and we saw
that his flatfish had hooked the eyelid of the weight he had lost
earlier, which was still attached to the flatfish hooked in a giant fish’s
mouth. Orchestration of a group effort was required as Ron fought
the fish, I pulled the remaining line in by hand, and Jelly netted the
39 pound lake trout. Not sure what the mathematical probability of
this occurring would be, but that is what Plummer’s Arctic Lodges is
all about. Defying the odds, giant tackle busting fish, and memories
to last a lifetime. As always, the food, accommodations, and tireless
Broken Record? I guess I have run out of superlatives to accurately work of your incredible staff were humbling. This is a special place
describe your world class fishing destinations. I keep waiting for, and I am blessed to be a small part of it. Already counting down the
perhaps expecting, that “clunker” trip to happen that are the norm days until next year.
at other fishing lodges I have visited. However, in ten years it has
never happened. Ron Hopper and I teamed up again with our trusted Best Regards,
guide, Josh “Jelly” Gelinas, to see if we could repeat the magic of Seth S.
Dear Chummy and Plummer’s Staff:

After 7 trips over the past 17 or so years I finally made the decision to
do a full 7 day trip. So many years I was the only guy to not break 30
lbs…trip after trip. Most trips I was skunked on 20 lbs….just combo of
bad luck and timing I figured. The trip started like so many others….
lots and lots of beautiful 10-20 lb trout. We had several nice 20-28
lbs. My good friend Alex Wish was flying out on Wednesday (after
4 days of fishing) and we joked several times about how they day he
left would be the day I finally landed that 30-40lb fish. The weather
on that Wednesday was the worst of the trip. Cold, light rain, steady
20 mph winds. We could not go far…first set up humps from the
lodge. After a couple nice drifts jigging with soft plastics we saw 3
nice marks on the fish finder. Next drop my new fishing partner Ron,
hooked a gorgeous 38 lb trout. I was happy for him, but selfishly
grinding my teeth at the missed opportunity. We made another drift
hoping maybe we could get one of the other two to bite….I set the
hook andx after 10-15 min we had a nice 28 lb trout released back
into the water. We decided to make one more pass and I got the
first bump, set the hook and immediately knew I had that special
fish I had been searching for after all these years. We drifted while I
fought the fish for what felt like an eternity. It was not going to come
up easy. We must have drifted well over a mile or more. I was so
worried that my 20lb line was going to snap and any moment…my
guide, Brice, did a great job coaching me through the fight and after
a solid 40-45 minutes I found the trophy trout being handed to me
for a long awaited photo before releasing her back into lake. I sat
for about 30 seconds and thought about the all the years, thousands
of casts, fish lost and what if moments. Had a quick shot of fireball,
picked up my rod and could not wait to now get the 40-50 lb fish
that now awaits me. That evening I posted the pics of my fish on
Facebook. A friend of mine saw the pics and quick story I posted and
he reposted it in a outdoors blog in Texas. The pic / article caught
fire and within 2 day it had over 100,000 likes and I had a call from
the Houston Chronicle to write up a story about my adventure. From
there the story was republished online several times. I have had so
many people reash out to me that I have not seen or spoken to in
years tell me that they saw my story and pics online and congrats.
It was a bit humbling givien the potential size of these fish in the
waters we fish, so I can’t wait to repost a pic of that elusive 40-50 lb
+ on my next trip with Plummers.

Broken Record? I guess I have run out of superlatives to accurately
describe your world class fishing destinations. I keep waiting for,
perhaps expecting, that “clunker” trip to happen that are the norm at
other fishing lodges I have visited. However, in ten years it has never
happened. Ron Hopper and I teamed up again with our trusted guide,
Josh “Jelly” Gelinas, to see if we could repeat the magic of last year’s
adventure. During our week of fishing together this past summer
we landed 51, 49, 44, 42, 39, 38, 38, 35, and 30 pound lake trout.
And it wouldn’t have been a trip without a fishing story you needed
to be in the boat to believe. Ron hooked into a trout which broke off
his flatfish, leader, and weight. Approximately one hour later and
more than one km away, Ron hooked into another good fish. As the
lure got close the boat, Jelly and I were confused to say the least.
Ron’s flatfish appeared as though it was not hooked to anything as
we watched it moving around in the gin clear water. Ron assured
us he had a fish on, which was evident by the large bend in his rod.
Ron reeled his weight to the rod tip and we saw that his flatfish had
hooked the eyelid of the weight he had lost earlier, which was still
attached to the flatfish hooked in a giant fish’s mouth. Orchestration
of a group effort was required as Ron fought the fish, I pulled the
remaining line in by hand, and Jelly netted the 39 pound lake trout.
Not sure what the mathematical probability of this occurring would
be, but that is what Plummer’s Arctic Lodges is all about. Defying
the odds, giant tackle busting fish, and memories to last a lifetime.
As always, the food, accommodations, and tireless work of your
incredible staff were humbling. This is a special place and I am
blessed to be a small part
of it. Already counting
down the days until next
year.

www.plummerslodges.com

Best Regards,
Chris H.

Canada’s Best Kept Secret!
Great Bear Lake, Canada’s Best Kept Secret! —
“Best we keep it a secret”
Peter Pollard. Brisbane. Australia
Just after the last ice melted, July 21-28, 2018, I spent a glorious week at
Great Bear Lake Lodge. Captain Pike Mike was my skipper and we spent
the week discovering the lake. The beauty and pristine nature of the lake
moved me deeply. As a freshwater microbial ecologist of 25 years I have
studied many freshwater lake ecosystems. Here I share the magnificence
of the lake both above and below its surface.
Great Bear Lake is the largest lake totally in Canada. It is the eighth
largest freshwater lake in the world. With a surface area of 31,080 km2,
it’s only 420 km2 shy of Russia’s massive Lake Baikal. When you first
venture onto the lake, what strikes you most is the horizon — the lake is
indistinguishable from the sky. With an average depth of 72 m, the lake’s
visibility goes down for what seems forever; a remarkable 30 m. Great
Bear Lake is truly pristine and a fisherman’s paradise.
The remoteness of the lake means it is inaccessible to most people.
When you search the Internet for the top ten pristine lakes of the
world, unjustifiably, Great Bear Lake does not even appear!! Factors
that contribute to the lakes pristine nature include the following. The
watersheds above the lake are relatively small and are on the northern
limit of where trees can grow. Nutrients entering the lake from the soil are
low and human inputs are negligible. Great Bear Lake is a rare example of
a sustainable freshwater ecosystem in which lake processes are balanced
with the nutrient inputs from the surrounding terrestrial landscape.
The nutrients entering the lake are subject to the lake’s microbial
processes. We tend to think of bacteria and viruses as microbes that cause
us death and disease. Yet, they are an important part of healthy and stable
freshwater
ecosystems.
Natural viral and bacterial
populations
(often
in
excess of 10 million per mL)
decompose detritus (organic
matter) in the lake. The
resulting dissolved inorganic
nutrients, like nitrogen and
phosphorus, support just
the right amount of algae
production. The zooplankton
and invertebrates (like the
caddis fly larvae) eat the
algae, which in turn feed
lake trout species (Figure 1).

Viruses are parasites and they keep bacterial numbers under control
in ecologically stable and healthy freshwater ecosystems. Each pass of
this “bacterial viral loop” (Figure 1) breaks down the lake detritus and
organic matter, which is eventually returned to the atmosphere as carbon
dioxide via bacterial respiration (Figure 1; see my 60 second YouTube
video on this process at the following link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ORHXh7iPOpE).
We know that the algal grazer pathway is the primary source of food
passing up the food chain to fish in freshwater. How then are bacteria and
viruses relevant to the trout fishery if they are not the food?
The continual viral infection of bacteria means there is little opportunity
for bacteria to become a food source for organisms higher up the food
chain. However, this process ensures bacteria regenerate the inorganic
nutrients (Nitrogen and Phosphorus) essential for algal production upon
which the fishery depends. Algae cannot use the inorganic nutrients if they
locked up in detritus and dissolved organic matter. So the much-maligned
bacteria and virus are an important part of the lake that supports lake
trout.
Great Bear Lake retains the ‘All Tackle World Records’ for lake trout and
arctic grayling. This is testament to the lake being one the world’s most
stable and balanced freshwater ecosystems. Great Bear Lake is truly one
of the rare unknown pristine lakes of the world. — ‘a secret, best kept
that way.’
Thank you Captain Pike and Chummy, for the experience of a lifetime

Bacteria have low growth
efficiencies i.e. they will
make little biomass using
the organic matter (from the
watershed or lake detritus)
that
they
decompose.
Instead they respire it away
as CO2. This is also what
we humans do; despite
how much we eat, we do
not accumulate an infinite
amount of body mass.
Almost all of the organic
carbon (food) we eat is lost
as CO2 when we exhale. The
same is true for the
bacteria in Great Bear
Lake.

Figure 1. The lake consists of two distinct pathways: — 1) based on algal grazers with trout at the top and the other 2) in which bacteria
and viruses are in a loop that decomposes detritus (DOC) in the lake and organic mater (DOC) from the watershed. Pathway 2 supplies
the inorganic nutrients, like phosphorus and nitrogen that are essential to algal production, which ultimately supports lake trout.

Check us out on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/Plummerslodges
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CHUMMY’S THOUGHTS
What Goes Around Comes Around
As soon as we had paddled out of sight of the lodge, I insisted we make camp
and start cooking.
Chummy has been a giant in my mind ever since, and I’m happy to be able to
offer this wee favour with the violin.
Though made in the 1950’s by photographer Gerry (Gerhardt) Reimann’s
father in Germany, it has never been “played in”. Its sounds will be a bit green,
but I hope it serves.
Bob Bromley
Yellowknife
I thought that it was pretty that neat that Joe who was a concert violinist for
the Boston Symphony Orchestra for forty years to play that violin well into
the night to the delight of all the guests in camp that week.
It just shows that you can never know what’s going to happen on a fishing
trip up North.
You never know who’s going to show up at the lodge each week, and this
past summer was no different. I was chatting with all the guests as I always
do in the evening, and found out that one of the fisherman that was there
was a retired professional violinist. I told him it would be great if he would
play for us at the Thursday Wine and cheese, but he said he did not bring
his instrument, he had only packed his fly rod for this trip. I don’t think he
believed me when I told him I’d get him a violin for Thursday and he should be
ready to play. Of course, with some help from Yvonne, our local Yellowknife
greeter, we had a violin waiting for Joe on Thursday. This is where the story
gets interesting. We handed him the case, which we hadn’t even opened yet,
and he found a hand written letter, which we had read aloud to the crowded
room.

Hug & Release,
Chummy

In 1965, as a 14 year old, I, my father Peter, and dentist Ian Calder, paddled
from Great Slave Lake to Great Bear. We ran out of food for a few days before
the trip end, no shortage of jackfish, but a growing lad was hungry! When we
pulled into Chummy’s lodge, his crew fed me like I will never forget. And, gave
us a box of food to take with us as we paddled on to Sawmill Bay, from where
we had Ernie Boffa take us back to Yellowknife in a Norseman.

Plummer’s Has “Gone to the Dogs”

www.plummerslodges.com

GUIDES’ CORNER
Smoked Arctic Char Tostada with Lime Crema & Cabbage Slaw
Our professional Chef’s and Guides prepare many delicious fish dishes that guests love.
This Tostada is no exception.
Ingredients
1 pound smoked Arctic Char (Smoked Trout, Cod or any
good smoked fish can be substituted) cut into pieces.
1 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp garlic powder
1 lime halved
½ cup sour cream
2 cups shredded cabbage
3 T. olive oil, 3 T. champagne vinegar
1 avocado, 2 T. sour cream
6 – small tortilla shells
1 cup cherry tomatoes
Lime wedges for serving

Preparation
Lime Crema:
Add ½ cup sour cream to a small bowl
Zest the lime, cut it in half and get all the juice out
Add the zest, ½ tsp. garlic powder and lime juice to the sour
cream.
Mix well and refrigerate until ready to assemble tostada.
Mix well and refrigerate until ready to assemble tostada.
Coleslaw:
Toss shredded cabbage with 3 T. olive oil, 3 T. champagne
vinegar and ½ tsp garlic powder
To assemble:

Take each taco, mash the avocado with 2 T. sour cream and
put a dollop to the taco, add a large spoonful of slaw,
top with pieces of smoked fish, garnish with cherry
tomatoes and drizzle lime crema over top.

Check us out on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/Plummerslodges

PLUMMER’S LODGES - 2019

Plummer’s Great Bear Lake Lodge is on the Dease Arm of Great Bear Lake and begins the 2019 season June 29 with the last week
ending August 17. This is the lodge where our two Turbine Otters are stationed and therefore the only lodge that offers daily flyouts to some otherwise inaccessible hot-spots around the region, including the Tree River. Seven day packages weekly and four day
packages during select weeks.

Plummer’s Great Slave Lake Lodge is the original Plummer’s Lodge. Located in Taltheilei Narrows in the East Arm of Great Slave
Lake, it is well known for consistently having some of the most amazing fishing in the NWT, often within sight of the lodge! GSLL
begins the 2019 season in late June 29 and ends early September. Three, four, and seven day packages available weekly.

www.plummerslodges.com

PLUMMER’S LODGES - 2019

Plummer’s Trophy Lodge is located on the Smith Arm of Great Bear Lake. One of the smaller of our lodges, Trophy Lodge only holds
up to 24 anglers. The season begins at Trophy with the Dental Seminar July 6 to 13 and is open for regular guests July 14. Seven day
package.

Plummer’s Arctic Circle Outpost is on the McTavish Arm
of Great Bear Lake. This is the only lodge that is self-guided.
Guests are provided with boats equipped with 20 hp motors
and sonar units, and there is a camp manager on site to ensure
everything runs smoothly. Space is very limited, as many groups
do not give their week up. It is only available to groups of 6 – 12
anglers. Seven day package.

Plummer’s Tree River Outpost is located in Nunavut and
this famed river flows into the Arctic Ocean. It is home to the
largest Arctic Char on the planet and has been featured in media
worldwide. It is offered as an overnight trip from Great Bear
Lake Lodge or as a seven day package from Great Bear with five
days at the Tree River. The seven day trip is only at the very end
of the season, Aug 17-24, 2019.

HOW DO I GET THERE?

Getting to Plummer’s can seem
like a daunting task but it is far
easier than many people think.
Once you have called our office to
book your trip, our staff will help
you through the setting up and
planning of your trip. All of our
trips begin in the historical city
of Yellowknife, the capital of the
Northwest Territories. Our guests
need to arrive in Yellowknife
the night before their trip starts,
to ensure they are ready for the
private charter to the lodges in the
morning. Getting to Yellowknife
is relatively easy, with daily flights arriving in Yellowknife from West Jet,
Air Canada, Canadian North and First Air. Flights connect through either
Edmonton or Calgary, Alberta, and are direct from either of those two cities.
Regardless of the airline you choose, there will be a Plummer’s representative
waiting at the airport upon your arrival to ensure that your trip begins as
smoothly as possible.
As always, we are happy to assist our guests in coordinating their upcoming
travel plans for their arctic adventure.

Check us out on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/Plummerslodges

Family Week at Plummer’s Lodges
Great Bear Lake Lodge & Great
Slave Lake Lodge
July 27-Aug 3, 2019
This is the 14th year offering
Family Week where one family
member gets 25% off the
price of their trip. Fathers
and daughters, husbands and
wives and Grandpas and their
Grandkids continue to make
this a trip worth remembering.

Fly Fishing Week
Great Bear Lake Lodge August 3-10, 2019
Second week added. August 10-17, 2019
This package includes TWO
nights at the Tree River
as well as a remote Arctic
Grayling flyout included in the
price. The trip is scheduled to
coincide with the Lake Trout
moving up onto the shoals and
the Arctic Char displaying their
glorious spawning colors.
NOTE: You do NOT have to
fly fish to take part in this
package. $6245 per person.

Prices for the 2019 Season
Great Bear Lake Lodge – Seven Day..................$5245
Great Bear Lake Lodge ..............................................
(Select weeks) – Four Day.................................$3995
Trophy Lodge – Seven Day................................$5995
Arctic Circle Lodge – Seven Day.........................$3795
Great Slave Lake Lodge – Seven Day.................$4295
Great Slave Lake Lodge – Four Day....................$2995
Great Slave Lake Lodge – Three Day..................$2495
Tree River Exclusive – Seven Day.......................$6245
These packages include return air transportation from
Yellowknife to the Lodges, all meals including daily
shore lunch, lodge accommodations, daily maid service
and fully guided fishing. (One professional fishing
guide for every two guests – excluding Arctic Circle selfguided trips).
Please call 1-800-665-0240 for up to date information.

26TH ANNUAL DENTAL SEMINAR
Trophy Lodge July 6-13, 2019

Musk Ox Hunt
Great Bear Lake Lodge partnered with Grey Goose Outfitters
August 17-24, 2019
Our annual Musk Ox hunt is fast
gaining a reputation as one of
the premier big game hunts
offered in North America. With
the limited number of hunts
we offer and the remarkable
size of the animals in the Sahtu
region, discerning hunters from
across the continent are leaving
thrilled every year. Nothing
is wasted on this sustainable
hunt, as any meat that is not taken by the hunters is distributed in the local
community of Deline. Call for details and availability.

Join hosts Dr. Terry Donovan and Dr. David Hall as
they head the annual dental convention. Earn up
to 22 continuing education credits while fishing for
Lake Trout, Norther Pike, and Arctic Grayling at one
of the best fisheries on the planet. Only 24 spots are
available for the best Dental Seminar offered anywhere
and they fill up quickly. $5595 per person for the full
week of guided fishing and the daily lectures.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITES
www.plummerslodges.com

THE HISTORY OF PLUMMER’S
www.plummerslodgeshistory.com

Check us out on Instagram
@ Plummerslodges

Check us out on Facebook
@ Plummerslodges

