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The	  2014	  season	  at	  Plummer’s	  Arctic	  Lodges	  

was	  one	  that	  will	  not	  be	  forgotten.	  	  Fires	  that	  

raged	   throughout	   the	   N.W.T.	   forced	   Great	  

Slave	  Lodge	  to	  be	  evacuated	  and	  it	  looked	  as	  

though	  we	  going	  to	  lose	  the	  lodge.	  	  However,	  

Mother	   Nature	   had	   other	   plans,	   and	   a	  

change	   in	  winds	   and	   a	   dramatic	   back	   burn	  

saved	   the	   day	   for	   Taltheilei	   Narrows.	   	   	   The	  

lodge	   remained	   closed	   for	   the	   remainder	   of	  

the	   season	   as	   spot	   fires	   and	   smoke	  made	   it	  

unsafe	  to	  host	  guests.	  	  Great	  Bear	  Lake	  lodge	  

hosted	   the	   Great	   Slave	   Lake	   guests	   and	   as	  

luck	  would	  have	  it,	  produced	  the	  best	  summer	  

of	  fishing	  that	  anyone	  could	  remember!	  	  Well	  

over	  a	  dozen	  fish	  broke	  the	  50	  lb	  benchmark	  

at	  Great	  Bear	  with	  a	  70	  lb	  lake	  trout	  taking	  

top	  spot	  and	  a	  31.5	  lb	  Arctic	  Char	  was	  caught	  

on	  a	  fly	  at	  the	  Tree	  River!	   	  Great	  Slave	  Lake	  

escaped	   unscathed	   and	   will	   be	   back	   in	  

business	  for	  2015.

CELEBRATING



The	  True	  North	   seems	   to	   stand	   forgotten,	   but	   I	   can	   recall	  my	   first	   day	  at	  Plummer’s	  Great	  Bear	   Lake	   Lodge	  perfectly.	   From	   the	  moment	  

my	  feet	  hit	  the	  dusty	  runway	  by	  the	  lake,	  I	  knew	  that	  I’d	  found	  myself	  in	  a	  special	  place.	  At	  once	  I	  was	  standing	  amidst	  a	  flurry	  of	  activity	  

and	   anticipation	   as	   I	   tried	   to	   get	   my	   bearings	   in	   this	  

ancient	   and	   sacred	   wilderness.	   	  During	   the	   short	   boat	  

ride	  to	  camp,	  I	  caught	  my	  first	  glimpse	  of	  the	  resort	  and	  

it’s	  mirror	  image	  reflected	  on	  the	  smooth	  water.	  I	  didn’t	  

know	  what	  was	  waiting	  for	  me	  there,	  but	  the	  vista	  before	  

me	  whispered	  the	  promise	  of	  big	  fish,	  new	  friends,	  and	  

mouthwatering	  meals	  in	  some	  of	  the	  most	  emotive	  and	  

captivating	  terrain	  in	  the	  world.	  All	  of	  those	  things	  and	  

more	  were	  delivered.	  	  For	  me,	  this	  experience	  was	  a	  gift,	  

a	  perfect	  moment	  in	  time	  that	  I	  can	  conjure	  whenever	  I	  

wish	  and	  live	  over	  again	  and	  again.	  To	  be	  among	  people	  

who	   instantly	   felt	   familial,	   guests	   and	   staff	   alike,	   is	  

something	  I’ve	  never	  experienced	  elsewhere	  and	  the	  life	  

changing	  events	  we	  shared	  with	  those	  people	  will	  live	  on	  

in	  my	  memories	  for	  the	  rest	  of	  my	  days.	  I	  often	  drift	  back	  

to	   last	   summer	   and	   all	   of	   the	   epic	   events	   that	   always	  

seem	  to	  come	  with	  the	  season.	  What	  stands	  way	  ahead	  

of	   everything	   else	   is	   my	   trip	   to	   the	   Arctic	   and	   when	  

asked	  what	  I’m	  smiling	  about,	  I	  can	  only	  grin	  wider	  and	  

reply:	  “Great	  Bear.”

Sincerely,

Brianna	  C.
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Based	  on	  Bill’s	  method	  and	  homework	  we	  covered	  the	  water	  

ridgeline,	  Bill	  hooked	  up	  with	  an	  impressive	  Laker.	  	  As	  I	  reeled	  

my	  lure	  all	  the	  way	  to	  the	  boat,	  as	  I	  ran	  out	  of	  water	  I	  began	  

Baja	  Mexico.	  All	  excellent	  trips	  but	  by	  far	  the	  adventure	  and	  

Derrek	  Stewart	  -‐	  Venice	  Beach	  California	  

www.plummerslodges.com
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“Moby	   Dick	   seeks	   thee	  

not.	   It	   is	   thou,	   thou,	  

that	   madly	   seekest	  

likely	   know	   a	   few	   peo-‐

ple	   that	   can	   best	   be	  

-‐

nets.”

They	   are	   not	   necessar-‐

-‐

men,	   but	   regardless	   of	  

where	  you	  are,	  or	  what	  

they	  catch	  while	  every-‐

one	   else	   just	   washes	  

lures.

The	  subject,	  or	  subjects	  

are	   not	   merely	   a	   ran-‐

-‐

related	   individuals,	   but	  

-‐

-‐

see.

number	  in	  the	  hundreds.

The	  family	  patriarch,	  Ed,	  who	  sadly	  is	  no	  longer	  with	  us,	  has	  likely	  caught	  

-‐

-‐

well	  have	  been	  the	  largest	  Char	  taken	  on	  a	  rod	  and	  reel	  that	  year.

resume,	   truth	   is,	   it	  was	  slim	  pickings	   for	  all	  of	  us	   that	  year,	   in	   terms	  of	  

pound	  Lake	  Trout.

which	   I’m	   willing	   to	   bet	  

will	   be	   the	   biggest	   Lake	  

Trout	  caught	  angling	  any-‐

where	   on	   the	   planet	   in	  

2014	   was,	   according	   to	  

-‐

phy	  Lodge	  guide	  who	  also	  

-‐

eries	   biologist,	   likely	   over	  

100	  years	  of	  age.

To	  put	  this	   into	  some	  per-‐

notable	   events	   includ-‐

link	   was	   established	   be-‐

tween	   San	   Francisco	   and	  

New	   York	   City,	   and	   the	  

First	   World	   War	   had	   just	  

that	  year.

-‐

in	  the	  same	  area,	  and	  came	  over	  to	  help	  Paul	  get	  her	  back	  into	  the	  water	  

safe	  and	  sound.

caught,	  if	  I	  may	  borrow	  yet	  another	  quote	  from	  the	  novel,	  Moby	  Dick:

“It	  is	  not	  down	  in	  any	  map;	  true	  places	  never	  are.”

While	  Art	  has	  certainly	  caught	  plenty	  of	  big	  ones	  during	  the	  30	  plus	  years	  

-‐

them	  so	  others	  can	  join	  in	  on	  the	  fun.

For	  example,	  guess	  who	  was	  in	  the	  boat	  when:	  

Go	  on	  -‐	  take	  a	  wild	  guess.	  Give	  up?	  

-‐

gest	  Lake	  Trout	  in	  the	  world.

A	  FAMILY	  AFFAIR
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When	  last	  December	  my	  wife	  Brenda	  requested	  

she	  had	   in	  mind.	   	   In	  2008	  and	  2011,	  we	  visited	  

Plummer’s	   Great	   Bear	   Lake	   Lodge	   and	   the	  

instantly	  an	  undoubtedly	  became	  the	  favorites	  of	  

year	  it	  simply	  wasn’t	  in	  the	  cards.

there	  intensifying	  our	  desire.	  	  And	  as	  so,	  because	  

lake	  trout,	  my	  wife	  prefers	  calm,	  scenic	  waters,	  

and	   we	   were	   both	   open	   to	   a	   new	   experience,	  

traveling	  to	  Great	  Slave	  Lake	  Lodge	  became	  our	  

number	  one	  choice...

we	   simply	   sat	   in	   awe,	   gazing	   out	   at	   billowing	  

At	  Slave	  the	  main	  lodge	  and	  it’s	  priceless	  window	  

can	  easily	  catch	  grayling	  and	  lake	  trout.

Out	  exploring	  the	  gin	  clear	  waters	  and	  the	  land	  

An	   inland	   ocean	   seemingly	   all	   to	   ourselves,	   it	  

becomes	   quite	   easy	   to	   cast	   away	   any	   of	   life’s	  

tug	  on	  the	  line...

An	  angler,	  hunter	  and	  published	  writer,	  our	  guide	  

shorelunch	   that	  he	   could	  easily	  add	  chef	   to	  his	  

resume.	  	  

 What Our Guests have to say
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would	  become	  quite	  thick,	  for	  burning	  hot	  in	  the	  

orange	  in	  red	  ablaze.	  	  	  

wife	   became	   animated	   with	   each	   determined	  

hookset,	   some	   excellent	   rewards	   coming	   to	   us	  

both...

for	  the	  fences,	  Brenda	  hit	  a	  home	  run	  with	  this	  

incredible	  grand-‐slamming,	  trophy	  lake	  trout...

...	   But...	   unlike	   our	   Plummer’s	   years	   past,	   this	  

season	   my	   lovely	   lady	   will	   have	   to	   admit	   her	  

defeat	   and	   bow	   to	   the	   new	   Champion	   as,	  

Everything	  about	  our	  trip	  to	  Great	  Slave	  Lake	  

was	   perfect.	   	   As	   we	   have	   always	   known	   it	  

to	  be	  with	  Plummer’s,	   the	   food,	  hospitality,	  

scenery,	   company	   and	   fishing	   is	   second	   to	  

none.	  	  The	  numbers	  of	  lake	  trout	  to	  be	  caught	  

near	  Taltheilei	  and	  in	  close	  and	  safe	  proximity	  

to	  the	  lodge	  is	  ridiculous.	  	  It	  is	  surreal	  jigging	  

on	   lighter	   bass	   spinning	   and	   casting	   gear,	  

rather	   than	   trolling	   heavier	   muskie	   outfits.	  	  

if	   they	   like,	   hunting	   arcs,	   dropping	   jigs,	  

banging	   bottom,	   and	   playing	   that	   game	   of	  

cat	  and	  mouse	  before	  hammering	  a	  hookset	  

on	   the	   tap-‐tap,	   that’s	   a	   total	   rush	   for	   any	  

fish	   junky.	   	   Originally	   it	   was	   this	   style	   of	  

angling	   for	   that	   quality	   of	   lake	   trout	  which	  

peaked	  my	  interest	  in	  Slave,	  and	  boy	  did	  the	  

place	  ever	  deliver	  up	  our	  week	  of	  fishing	  real	  

hot.	   	  Threatening	   forest	   fires,	   smokey	  skies,	  

fire	  crews	  and	  an	  evacuation	  as	  part	  of	   the	  

whole	   big	   deal,	   in	   the	   end	   it	   all	   just	   made	  

for	  one	   truly	  unique	  and	  unforgettable	   first	  

experience.	  	  Can’t	  wait	  for	  the	  next	  time.

We	  loved	  our	  trip	  to	  Slave	  and	  are	  happy	  the	  

lodge	  survived	  the	  forest	  fires	  of	  2014.	  

Thanks	  again	  Plummer’s	  for	  everything.

Brenda	  and	  Andrew	  Bunker

Carleton	  Place,	  ON.

 What Our Guests have to say
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Photos	  &	  Text	  by:	  Adrian	  Skok
2014	   will	   live	   in	   infamy	   as	   the	   year	   of	   wild	  

Northwest	   Territories.	   Fire	   #17	  was	   situated	  
near	   Taltheilei	   Narrows	   on	   the	   east	   arm	   of	  
Great	   Slave	   Lake,	   essentially	   on	   Plummer’s	  
Lodges	   doorstep.	   Camp	   is	   positioned	   on	   a	  
slight	   peninsula,	   with	   the	   airstrip	   and	   small	  

The	  previous	  week,	  offered	  mild	  winds	  from	  a	  

now	   in	   view.	   Our	   predicament	   was	   serious	  
however.	  Further	  up	  the	  lake,	  a	  well	  respected	  

lost	   his	   homestead	   to	   sudden	   strong	   winds	  

could	  save	  the	  day,	  the	  situation	  was	  sadly	  lost.	  
We	  feared	  the	  same	  for	  our	  lodge.	  

and	   crawled	   closer	   yet.	   The	   NWT	   Forestry	  

evaluate	  the	  situation.	  	  To	  ensure	  the	  safety	  of	  
the	  guests	  and	  staff,	  the	  season	  was	  temporarily	  
put	  on	  hold	  and	  camp	  was	   largely	  evacuated.	  

from	   shore	   to	   shore	   across	   camp	   peninsula.	  
In	  addition,	  a	  high	  pressured	  sprinkler	  system	  

water	   around	   camp.	   It’s	   unsettling	   watching	  

forecast	  calling	  for	  north	  winds	  were	  predicted	  

out	  effort	  to	  help	  save	  our	  camp.	  
The	  south	  winds	  arrived,	  as	  well	  as	  almost	  30	  

new	   helicopter	   landing	   pad	   created	   directly	  
in	   front	  of	   the	  main	   lodge.	  Fire	  crews	  arrived	  
from	   Alaska,	   Saskatchewan	   and	   the	   across	  

Air	  spotter	  plane	  and	  several	  helicopters	  also	  
appeared	   simultaneously,	   almost	   militaristic	  

command	  centers,	  yet	  in	  direct	  communication	  
with	   the	   pilots	   and	   crews	   on	   the	   ground	   to	  

hours	  until	  the	  perfect	  winds	  arrived	  to	  ignite	  

untrained	   eye	   appeared	   out	   of	   control	   and	  
frightening.	  
For	  an	  hour	  the	  skies	  were	  apocalyptic.	  I	  thought	  

closer	   had	   essentially	   vanished	   –	   and	  with	   it	  

lake	  and	  on	  islands,	  we	  were	  informed	  that	  the	  

was	  a	  complete	  success.	  	  I	  overheard	  the	  word	  

efforts	  and	  conditions.	  What	  a	  sigh	  of	  relief.	  

conditions	   remained	   smoky	   and	   unsightly.	  

was	   an	   asthmatics	   worst	   nightmare.	   Taking	  
all	   into	   consideration,	   management	   chose	   to	  
cancel	   the	   remainder	   of	   the	   season	   at	   Great	  

to	  their	  other	  lodge	  at	  Great	  Bear,	  where	  good	  

Great	  Slave.	  

dog	  Wrangel	  and	  I	  stayed	  on	  for	  the	  remainder	  

and	   his	   partner	   Selena	   with	   day	   to	   day	  

duties.	   The	   dog	  was	   handy	   seeing	   as	  we	   had	  

default	  we	   also	   scored	   on	   some	   great	   sets	   of	  

Plummer’s	  Great	  Slave	  for	  the	  2015	  however	  –	  

monster	   trout	   waiting	   there	   for	   a	   hug	   and	  
release!	  

Fighting Fire with Fire
Controlled	  Burn	  to	  Save	  the	  Day	  at	  Plummer’s	  Great	  Slave	  Lake	  Lodge	  -‐	  JULY	  2014
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deep	   structure	   is	   what	   you	  
would	  normally	  expect	  to	  target	  
Lakers	   with.	   	   Trolling	   is	   so	  

so	  curious	  and	   love	   to	   follow	  a	  
lure	   for	   great	   distances.	   It	   can	  

entice	   a	   strike	   within	   casting	  
distance.	   	  Starting	  last	  season	  I	  

as	  well	  as	  lining	  up	  drifts	  across	  
points	  and	  reefs	  that	  you	  could	  
cast	   to	   and	   pull	   Lakers	   off	   at	  
will.	   	   This	   season	   I	   got	   three	  

on	   the	   Bear	   and	   wow	   was	   it	  

10wt.	   BVK	   series	   from	   temple	  

holding	  a	  full	  sink	  line	  running	  

crucial	  piece	  of	  gear	  here	  is	  the	  

to	   have	   a	   stiff	   enough	   rod	   to	  

them	   rather	   than	   the	   other	  
way	  around.	   	   I	  had	  a	  guest	  this	  
season	  use	   an	  11wt.	  Orvis	   and	  

thing	  in	  half	  when	  they	  dive	  for	  

out!	  	  Feed	  them	  line	  while	  keeping	  tension,	  allow	  them	  to	  stay	  down	  so	  
they	  don’t	  feel	  the	  need	  to	  roll	  and	  also	  
allows	  you	  to	  keep	  a	  good	  vertical	  angle	  

of	   deceivers	   in	   all	   the	   colors	   of	   the	  

the	   percentage	   of	   repeat	   strikes	   using	  

and	   strike	   a	   second	   and	   in	   extreme	  

of	  water.	   	  We	  caught	  it	  on	  a	  chartreuse	  

on	   numerous	   runs	   making	   that	   reel	  

letting	  him	  do	  whatever	  he	  wanted	  all	  
the	   while	   keeping	   constant	   tension	  
and	   persuading	   him	   out	   to	   deeper	  
water	  away	  from	  the	  reef.	   	  All	   in	  all	  an	  
experience	   I’ll	   never	   forget	   when	   that	  

is	   something	   I	   look	   forward	   to	   every	  

Bear	  next	  season	  as	  I	  wait	  patiently	  all	  

Fly Fishing for Lakers on Great Bear Lake

Check us out on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/Plummerslodges

This	  is	  “Chummy’s	  favourite	  

Thursday	  night	  delight”.	  
It’s	  a	  variation	  of	  a	  traditional	  
Japanese	  dish.	  Fish	  is	  seasoned,	  
slightly	   cooked,	   and	   sliced	  
thinly.	  Here	  is	  my	  version.	  

Ingredients	  

•	  

•	  
•	  Sour	  cream
•	  Lime
•	  
•	  Sesame	  oil

Preparation

cooled	  take	  a	  very	  sharp	  knife	  and	  slice	  approximately	  .5	  cm	  thick.	  Fan	  

Recipe: Lake trout “Tataki”
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Plummer’s	  Great	  Bear	  Lake	  Lodge

the	  region,	  including	  the	  Tree	  River.

Plummer’s	  Trophy	  Lodge

Plummer’s	  Great	  Slave	  Lake	  Lodge

Plummer’s	  Arctic	  Circle	  Outpost

Plummer’s	  Tree	  River	  Outpost	  is	  home	  
to	  the	  largest	  Arctic	  Char	  on	  the	  planet.	  	  On	  

the	  prettiest	  places	  in	  the	  world.	  	  There	  is	  
no	  wonder	  why	  the	  term	  “magical”	  is	  often	  

directly	  to	  the	  lodge	  from	  Kugluktuk	  for	  an-‐



Over	   the	   years	   I’ve	   spent	   in	   the	   Arctic	  
I’ve	  watched	  a	  lot	  of	  people	  grow	  up.	  	  I’ve	  

they	   did.	   	   The	   world	   has	   changed	   a	   lot	  

seem	   to	   love	   the	   fact	   that	   the	   northern	  
lakes	  do	  not	   change.	   	   It	   is	   a	   constant	   in	  

guide	   will	   have	   gotten	   a	   little	   older,	   or	  

the	   same.	   	   I	   love	   seeing	   the	   young	  ones	  

the	   rest	  of	   their	   lives	   and	  hopefully	  one	  

tradition.	  	  Get	  a	  rod	  in	  their	  hands	  as	  soon	  
as	  you	  can…	  there	  are	  a	  lot	  worse	  ways	  a	  
kid	  can	  grow	  up!

Check us out on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/Plummerslodges

Chummy’s Thoughts



Packages for the 2015 Season
The first trip for 2015 begins as early as June 27 and 
runs until the end of August.  Trips into lodges on 
Great Bear Lake are seven days and run from Saturday 
to Saturday.  Great Slave Lake Lodge offers three, four 
and seven day trips.  Of course, we will make every 
effort to customize trips to fit your schedule.  Our rates 
for 2015 are:

Great Bear Lake Lodge – Seven Days $5245
Trophy Lodge – Seven Days $5245
Arctic Circle Lodge – Seven Days $3795
Great Slave Lake Lodge – Seven Days $4495
Great Slave Lake Lodge – Four Days $3395
Great Slave Lake Lodge – Three Days $2595

These packages include return air transportation from 
Yellowknife to the lodges; all meals prepared and 
served to you, lodge accommodations, daily maid 
service and fully guided fishing.  (One professional 
fishing guide for every two guests - excluding Arctic 
Circle self-guided trips)

Check us out on Facebook @ 
www.facebook.com/Plummerslodges

www.plummerslodges.com

Fly Fishing Week 
Great Bear Lake Lodge  Aug 15 – Aug 22, 2015

Spend two nights at the Tree 
River and receive a remote 
grayling flyout for the package 
price of $6245 per person.  It’s 
a perfect time to fly fish in the 
Arctic as the lakers are moving 
onto the shoals, and the Arctic 
Char are in their full spawning 
colors.

22nd Annual Dental Seminar

Trophy Lodge July 11 -18, 2015

Join host Dr. Terry Donovan and Dr. David Hall as they 
head the annual dental convention.  Old and new 
friends unite over a week of amazing fishing for lake 
trout, pike and Arctic Grayling.  Participants earn up 
to 22 continuing education credits while enjoying a 
fishing trip of a lifetime.  Priced at only $4895 for a full 
week of guided fishing, the 22 spots fill up fast.

Family Week at Plummer’s Lodges

Great Bear Lake Lodge 
August 1- Aug 8, 2015

Great Slave Lake Lodge 
July 25 – Aug 1, 2015

This is the ninth year we are 
offering Family Week and it 
continues to be a hit.  We still 
fish two anglers to a boat, but 
one family member gets a 
25% discount.  Husbands and 

wives, fathers and daughters, grandparents and their grandkids all creating 
lasting memories.

Musk Ox Hunt
Great Bear Lake Lodge August 22 – Aug 29, 2015

Our Annual Musk Ox 
hunt is fast gaining a 
reputation as one of the 
top big game hunts the 
Arctic has to offer.  With 
the limited number of 
hunts we offer, combined 
with the remarkable size 
these animals in the Sahtu 
region grow to, our happy 
hunters couldn’t be more 
pleased.  Any meat that 
the hunters do not take, is 

distributed to the local community of Deline where there is always a crowd 
waiting for the airplane’s arrival.  Call for details and availability.

CHUMMY’S  CLOSE-UP
ENJOY  HIS  VIDEO  

INTERVIEWS

ON  THE  HISTORY  OF  
PLUMMER’S  LODGES

www.plummerslodgeshistory.com


