














GREAT BEAR LAKE

avast arctic wilderness. Itisthe
largest lake entirely within Canada;
in North America only Lake Huron,
Lake Michigan, and Lake Superior are
larger. Along with Great Slave Lake
it feeds the famous Mackenzie River,
the longest river in Canada. A guy

across the aisle said “It’s the eighth

largest lake in the world”. A lake this

big, surrounded by the most remote
wilderness on the continent - you
just know there are big fish in it, and
Rod and I would be giving it our best
for a full week. Incidentally, only
four hundred anglers per year fish

Lake. To put this in perspective,
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GREAT BEAR LAKI

that’s one angler for every seventy
ht square kilometers of water.
But fishing is fishing and
subject to Mother Nature’s
whims
arriving; the cool winds
across Great Bear Lake in late August
stayed away, a reprieve to animals
bent on fattening up on summer’s
unty. Winteris lo lean in the
. But to fly anglers rolling
the dice to intercept spawning Lake

Trout, a late autumn was not a good

signals the big fish to swim onto
the shoals for their annual breeding

ritual. We had to work hard just to
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a few fish over 5 kilos. The 20
kilo lunkers stayed in deep water,
accessible only to those slinging
hardware and utilizing heavy down
riggers. As purists of fur and feather,
we would not consider stooping to
such tactics.

But Terry had tricks up the
sleeve of his fishing shirt. The next
morning we opted to once again
near an Island. Terry explained that
throughout the summer some bigger
lake trout hang around the edge
of shoals and wait for smaller fish
that venture a little too deep. The
smaller fish tend to congregate in

the ¢ lowest water; these were the



















