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Plummier's Great Bear Lake Jodgedor theic
fnictuded i 2-might stay at theirtree River ontpost eamy. the oty fishing camp on True
River, The (gt from Greal Bear Lake 1o Tree River onboisd Phummer's singlecogine
Tk Oter was - spectacke fnsell. 1 was e (st fHght peer e Aretic Tundra prd
fuding adjecttves (ut do justice fo [he experience teclongimeg. Magnifcent, vst,

TLERE W AREARRIVING
at Tree River. L bouked
miy [ishing haddy, Rod
Hale, - and mysell into
prsr mrennal fhefishing weeks The aelvenibine

passive; wibds and unspoile] come (o i, Chere were 0 Lrees, just rock, watet. and

PAUL SMITH -

alvelings alpinns, or & retie char, is the sworld's most
northerdy freshiwaler gume fisl: dnsfaet they have
feen found north of the 80th paratlel.

They are indeed anexotic species (0 liumt wi {lva fherod, balare
acately under represented 1o [ly-fishing magazines and jourmals.
This is not because they are unworthy. They just happen o Inhahit
the most remote, wild and under-populated places on Farth, Arciic
chirare 4 ciatlenge o tempt with [ue andl feather; foom my experi-

ence nat unlike sulky Allantic salmon or fussy browns. Cinee:

hooked, they mustera nohle fight, ineluding acrobatics anid bister
ing runs that clear reels af backing tn u hig harry. They ae ¥ery
adept al nsing a river’s current {o their full advantage, ufilizing
{hielr enarmous energy for unstoppahle dosenriver forays Al eNery
apprrtunity. Linagi (e i pueTdrowa Brdok Lront ou sleroids.

Arctic clir are 10FHhern cousing Lo the more familiar brook

carihon s st as the ey cuald see Tnovvery direction, The {light passed quickly
with pynnse pressed fo my window: bl L Arcte Qe appeared o a b cxpanse
ol bl (o the norih: 1 kpew we were doc for dvwesime fishing,

{rout, lake frout, Dolly virden it bl tront. Some selentists have
argued that Arclie el and Dolly Varden e atally fopms of the
sm species. Al cliar are clreampolar, fnhabiting anel aften
dominating northeen waters fTom Alaslka, throngh Canadas o
Greentand ind Teeland; on o Scandinayh and Wussia, Diis prolif
i¢ Arctie Tish has been istrymental in the sustenance of nimadic
and indigenous peoples sinee Homp-Sapicns migrated noith,
Although not overly popukar on the [y lishing eircuil; they are
well represented in the diet of restdents narth of 60, 1 consider
Uhern a cnliry delight fae supeElor e salmom.

Arctic char have utilized: two distinet survival stralegies.
some populations remain in freshwater Takes or rivers all yedr
round. Others yre anadromous and mijgrate into the ocvat during
the summer months to gorge ihemselves in the protein-rich sait
water environment. Natnratly, the Anadromousvariety grow much




of Yellewkntfe, capital and huly of the North West Teeritories, The water iscoloted &

T ree River flowsdnie-Cormnpation Gulf, anarm of the Arctic Ocean, 320 miles northeast

ettt anma blue, o stark contiast eodhe drabiundea cacper that surtounds 4t The
river runs wild amd fast over a rocky, bonldersiewn bottom J'uri‘ing char-ig sevk nest and
refuge In puols and hackwaters. Rod and I, along with our gnide Mike Hardison dnd new fish-

higger and make for fine angling upon their return o fresh water.
While in fresh water, char fevd on a diet typical of trout; chirono:
triids, caddis, snails, sticklehacks, eic. In salt water, they grow rap-
iy on capelingsenlpin. Arctic cod, lance, and amphipods. Unlike
salmon, Arctie char only reside 1n the salt during summer. They
lack the "ﬂ[liilr(*t*.r:f proteing in muirl:lum] that uthnr.rlrcih fish-
esutilize to stop thelr Mool from {reezing when the: Qeean femper-
atare drops below 32 Fahreenhedit, 1nosplte of this, they are ihe
Arctic’s mostsuceessful fish specics.

Spmu{u,g takes place trom "-E]]{l'!II[!I?I' throngh to Nove nihiy
with females laying from 3000 to 5000 eggs. Preferred locations
include rocky shorelines with heavy wave action and gravel:bot-
tomed, slow-noving pools. From my experience, char will invari-
ably mu'grega:u' for spavming whore a teilmbary runs into & main
river. As spawning time ﬂppmﬂchi'.s the. males: {jacksy develop

- over the narth without hitting double digits, |

g comrade:  Dave
Liukiewicz, head up river
i search of the renownei
Tree River monsters. Dave
oregiotend) — is from
Arizona and chases trophy
fish far and near. He's very
keer o wetiing waders and
L [n the venowied Tree.

Aveisihe First (o commeet hlirth]anHre
Ihwr char. He trled bounving i hiliek rish-

" itstip, welghted Muddler along the bot-
tomeand it worked. m told that sometines Arctic:
el take dey flies bt 1 s neversorked for
me cither in TFreg River
oy clsewhere. 1 hpve
atkerr char on Toating
Hrtesin Lalwador ot at
Tree River we Jusi had o
get down diep 1o entice
hpokups. Rod aod 1
were using Alr Flo
il systems con-
nected tooour Sage X1-9:
wetglets, | consider this
this Swiss Army knife
approich.  ddeal - for
exploring new WS
Dave stack with a Teeny
stipoting-lead . system
and his J-weight Sage

RPLKS.

hooked Javws kypes) and take on a deep red coloration. These are
trily Deautiful fish. The femalis rémaln silver, but while drab in
appearance fcompired to males), they are far superior table fare,

Arctic ehar grow to very impressive proportlons, albeft at a
typically slow rate. They don't reach maturity until 15-20 years of
dge, so i fish are iﬂdl_:;ﬁl_qld' fish. Some-individuals tiave heen scl-
entiffcally aged at 40 years. The all-tackle weight record s 32
pounds taken ai Tree River in Nunavat Territory. Fish over 30
potends have also been caught in northern Bussia: In Labrador, my:
!tnmf water, Artic char are very plmtll‘ul but smaller, sveraging
unl} aboit 5 pounds, Troe River mnsiqmﬂ]} produces fish over
15 pounds and is with no doubt the world's premier location far
hig Arctic char Prior-to summer 2006, T'd chased Artle char all
bit the hullet and
planned a trip to Tree River.



ave’s very first Tree River ehar turiied

put {0 he an 1GFA Gopound-tippet

weorld fecerd. Lave and Mike pose for
4 phala betore releasing this fiue syer jack
specimen hack fuko the conl Arctie walers.
Fliis 15 ponnd male wis Ewsh froi the salt
and lidn't tiken on s ﬂt‘L‘}T -t spuwning col
orse Dave was ecstatle and Rod and 1 wer!
filled with optimism as Dave l.lllj.{ st 1 few
e of thiose Muddlers. Even the grizzely bear
tracks on e muddy beaelydidan 't dampen oue
spibris

o more hig lish for the alterioon,
fust a fow stull ones, Although on
: losser pivers they mighit be consid
ered  whoppers. We  headed back 1o
Plummer’s putpost camyp far Supper i
wlhiat 1 mieal 1 wass an appetizer of Arctic.
char chowder followed by a main course of
pork rils anil vegetables. 1i's a wonder Wi
Iatad the energy 1o fish after such a hearty anil
gasty meal. Bt we're in the Arctiv and the
sum would be up gl nearly nridnight, The
tour of us headed upriver {rom the camiy o
l'li]rdIs:i il Ilm was (e my finest hour 1
fooked nto six big ¢har in less thin an honr
and one hroke (e It;hﬂn 12-pound-tippel
class recond at 15 pounds, 4 ounees. | -.wn[
{iy sdeep o the rmerJ i ede of nur clis
nent with giant Arteie chir swiinming
though my decams. Coal stufl,




ol flshing buddy Rod is anyehing but a quitter. Tmay have outfished Rim
Liest b, b thismorning he i out for revenge. I've secn lh'ii-alm"mﬁun T
times betore and kil of mp?ctvd it His fntensity and ex jrer nentation with
Tmmm dnd presengation pa}'& uff, Affer n.[t'"mug it few: simtler ailmmﬂ]b Huﬂ i intn
it huage chir, Eoiks 1e my warld reconl might be in hﬂuhle Rod's also i !'F]'ﬂllg 12
poumi fippet. The lish Ifgh is gﬂlantbe 1ur|:i|1g11 deep buend fnto Rod's XP, ut he man-
ages to keep the Lh_;_:_]_ i af ihe fist swater and under some measire f:f_f control.

A fier a ferovious 20-minnte bavtle: Rod wins and (ies iy 1GEA 12 pound-ippet record, What i buddy?
Wl eid Bold Uie revord mvself for 173 hours. Rod’s fish was actually 1 ommee heavier i orine at
15 ponds, 5 ounces, bt by [GEN rales yon lave 1o do 2 ounees better o bt abrecomdl. Encky e
witredied, Angwaitsa great story for Beih of us to tell oer chifdren and grandchilileen. Rod's and sy fish
were "alinast” Tdentical, both incfudl spawning splendal Btk W relessod, 1o e womse for the ordeal. '




o1 can’t  ga -ahoul
breaking workd reconds
L on an empty stom:
ach. Mike, or “Pike Mike a5
e's known around Yellow-
atife, prepares i shore lunch fit
for 1 fly-fishing king. Mike has
pained celebrity: statis 1o the
North for s antles with huge
pike om-ar fhy-rod: We: gathered
some dry alders which birned -
e b i fne Bed ol ogals Tor
gl freshEy-canghe clsar and
lake trout. Yes indeed, there are
Take trout in Tree River. Mike
served wp lils fish entrec with
fresh bread. tomatoes, onion
and cheese, :




retic cltar seem Lo have s preferense for brighitly colored

[ur .nul Teather: with the exception of Dave's black

il h-'LLLi]dlﬂ' Pink was really ot Rod and 1 both took our
record fHsh oo pink Papsicles: f.ﬁwnmll}. o pinkeand-swhite

Marihou patteri. | hooked qultv a [ew fish on a ik rubbie-strip ;

Muddler in sizeone. 1 had just one ;m:i hiroke if oif 11: ahuge chay

making one of those unstoppable donvnstrean fLLl'lb Insticking
tu iy story that he wetli liave topped 20 ]J[]ll!][Ib‘d]'l{l HI’LI:EHLT]'IH_

tied-for-the: recond siness, Brightly colored Lr‘thrlhTmm -
dueed fish as v.'_t_,ll,

ol ad Dhave are taking o well-
deserved breale below Tree
Rm T I"1]lx alter howis of (gl

111g11m-y [T il iisl. I'm !11iw fak-
ieg pictures . anil Mike is (1 Iullr{rp
seonting for bears, The fialls 15 impas
sibleand is the end of the toad for Tree
iver's ghamt Aectic char 1t's hm-u i
Tugge o days of fishing: fusi helore
this: picture was taken, Dive broke

another JGES world record in the &

ponmd-ppet ehss with a1 beponngd.

Beotnee femide, Now that's gotng to

he s mu dlie mw 0 hml

H yore are inlervsted i nordhert
fly: fishing  adventure chiek oul
Plummer's — Are i Inﬂ,s,c-% at
wwweplummerslodges.com. Also tuke
a look at the North West Territories
fnrism site at www.explorenw teomi,
Aba feel free o dropme 5 line at {ly

fishtherockazhotmail.com



